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BY 

Meeting called to order at 7:00pm       November 13, 2025 Work Session 
 
Reading of the Open Public Meeting Act is read (as reflected above) 
 
Roll Call/Present:  Comm. Scully, Comm. Johnson, Comm. Field, Comm. Ciasca and   
                               Comm. Painter 
 
APPOINTMENT/SWEARING IN—None 
 
NEW MEMBERS—None 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
Comm. Painter opened the public portion of the meeting by informing all in 
attendance the proper conduct that is expected while addressing the Board. Chief 
Leshner requested to speak in regards to the recent fatal fire. Chief Leshner stated the 
following: “On Saturday, November 8th we responded to a devastating and fatal 
house fire. Unfortunately, there was a significant amount of inaccurate and hurtful 
information about the department shared on social media. There were also many 
positive posts recognizing the department’s efforts that morning. As both Deputy 
Chief Field and I are responsible for protecting the community, we are equally 
responsible for and committed to protecting our responding members and mutual aid 
partners, and ensuring everyone returns home safely to their families. Unless, 
someone was on scene, it’s difficult to understand the full complexity of the incident. 
Crews faced multiple hazards including heavy fire conditions upon arrival, a live 
powerline arcing on Division “A” and several propane tanks venting on Division “D”. 
An after action review will be scheduled to discuss and review the events of that 
morning. We will continue to learn from this tragic incident and make improvements 
where needed. No further comment will be made at this time, as the fire remains 
under investigation. Comm. Painter thanked Chief Leshner for his heartfelt 
comments.  
 
Comm. Painter acknowledged D. Hale of 79 Bordentown Road, Chesterfield, NJ. She 
thanked the firefighters for their service and commented that she was here to show her 
support of the department; and express her displeasure of the recent negative social 
media comments. She continued by stating that those who choose to voice their 
opinion on social media with no factual evidence to support their accusations should 
show up at these public meetings and voice their opposition. She expressed that the 
job of firefighting, police enforcement and emergency medical services is a thankless  
trade and comes with the risk of  never returning home. The volunteers of this 
department give all to their community and do the best that they can, but unfortunate 
events do occur. She further commented that fire, police and EMS are essential 
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Open Public Meeting Act: 
 
The New Jersey Open Public Meeting, N.J.S.A 10:46-6 seq., was enacted to insure the right of the public to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of 
public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.   
 
In accordance with provisions of the Act, the Board of Fire Commissioners of Fire District No. 1, Township of Burlington  has caused notice of this meeting to be 
published by having the date, time, place and agenda to the extent known thereof posted as follows: 
 

Published in the Burlington County Times  January 2025 (Official Newspaper) 
Forwarded to the Courier Post  January 2025 (Informational Purposes Only) 

Posted on the Bulletin Board at the Township Municipal Building January 2025 
Fire District Website 
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services in every community and should be supported by the residents, not 
depreciated on social media, by people who choose to voice their opinions behind  
keyboards. In closing she again thanked the department for their service and advised 
all to not allow negative comments to sway them from providing the best possible 
service to the residents of the community and all who pass through it. Comm. Painter 
thanked her for her comments and generous words of support provided during this  
difficult time within the department. 
 
OLD BUSINESS   
 
Adm. Fazekas provided a short synopsis into the possible options that were available 
to us in regards to the proper disposal of  the ladder truck (3035). Unfortunately for us 
the options did not work to our advantage. He has since spoken with an online 
organization that can offer an online auction of the vehicle. It is the recommendation 
of both Adm. Fazekas and our solicitor that we take the option of utilizing the online 
auction site to dispose of the ladder truck. A resolution was read by Comm. Ciasca 
Authorizing Sale of Surplus Personal Property No Longer Needed for Public Use on 
an Online Auction Website. A motion was made by Comm. Scully and seconded by 
Comm. Johnson to approve the resolution as read, roll call was held with all in 
agreement and the motion was carried.  
 
NEW BUSINESS   
 
A resolution was read by Comm. Ciasca Authorizing Notice of Public Meetings for 
the Year 2026. A motion was made by Comm. Field and seconded by Comm. 
Johnson to approve the resolution as read. Roll call was held with all in agreement 
and the motion was carried.  
 
A resolution was read by Comm. Ciasca Setting the Date, Time and Place of the 
Annual Fire District Election. A motion was made by Comm. Scully and seconded by 
Comm. Johnson to approve the resolution as read. Roll call was held with all in 
agreement and the motion was carried.  
 
Adm. Fazekas informed the Commission of the following items provided in his 
written report: 

· Applications are being accepted for the Fire Official position on the Department 
of Civil Service site until 11/21/25. As I receive updates from Civil Service I 
will inform the personnel committee. 

· Christopher Dillon and Robert Wieland, III started with the department on 
10/20/25. They has been placed on a modified 40hrs schedule for approximately  
four weeks. They will be placed on the 12hr schedule beginning next week. 

· The new ladder truck is being delivered tomorrow. Due to the issues causing the 
delay in having the truck returned to us they will be doing the following: 

 1) 2026 UL Testing will be done at their shop and they will cover the cost. 
 2) They are waiving the $4,980 we would have paid after the contracted amount for   
                         the mounting. 

· The Strategic Plan Initiative Committee met yesterday and reviewed the 
comments from the Public Stakeholder meeting and the department survey (32 
responses from members) 

· CISD (Critical Incident Stress Debriefing) will be held on Saturday, November 
15, 2025 at 9am at Station 301. Members directly involved in the Saturday 
morning fire are encouraged to attend. 

· I will be meeting with Robert Elliott, CPA within the next week to go over the 
2026 budget. We will be discussing the budget at the December workshop 
meeting.  

 
CLOSED SESSION  -  There was no Closed Session meeting. 
 
GOOD OF THE BOARD   
 
Comm. Ciasca offered the following comment in relation to the recent fatal house 
fire. He stated that he was saddened by the loss of life and offered his sympathies to 
the families it has effected. However, he is very angry over the negative social media 
comments directed at the department and upset at how these comments have effected 
our firefighters. He asked the department membership to please focus on the good 
comments we have received and not the negative, as the job of being a firefighter is 
difficult enough. 
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Comm. Field commented that since the incident a lot of work has been followed 
through with in relation to the investigation of this tragedy. We still have a great 
department and we will continue to move forward and progress. 
 
Comm. Johnson commented that Saturday was a long night, the next morning we felt 
it all in the loss of ones life. He asked the department membership to remember that 
despite the negative social media comments, the Board will be there to support you 
and the job that you do. 
 
Comm. Scully thanked the firefighters that responded to the call. He stated that they 
handled the incident very well despite being “dealt a bad hand” from the start. He 
reminded them to look at the positive comments we have received on social media 
and not the negative.  
 
Comm. Painter praised the department for their handling of the situation. A fire 
fatality is never an easy situation to handle for those in emergency services, 
firefighters. We did receive negative social media comments, but we also received 
many positive social media comments in support of the department. She asked all of 
the members effected by this situation to keep this in mind.  She also offered her 
sympathy to the families effected by this event.  In closing she reminded the 
department members, the Board will always support the job that you perform for the 
community and those within it, you should be proud. 
 
On a happier note, Adm. Fazekas offered his congratulations to Comm. Scully on his 
retirement from his position with the Bordentown Fire Department, effective at the 
end of this year.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made by Comm. Scully and seconded by Comm. Field to adjourn the 
meeting with all in favor and the motion was carried. The meeting was adjourned at 
7:21pm. 
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